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Over the summer of 2025 Assam saw an aggressive,
widely reported wave of eviction operations that
cleared tens of thousands of bighas of land,
demolished thousands of homes and shops, and left
scores of families, many from erosion-prone and
Muslim minority communities, suddenly homeless or
displaced.The eviction operation, aimed at clearing
alleged encroachments on Paikan Reserve Forest
land, reportedly went ahead in violation of an interim
order issued by the Gauhati High Court on July 11,
2025.

The massive demolition drive left hundreds of
families displaced, their homes reduced to rubble
within hours and their lives thrown into uncertainty.
Victims recounted the sudden arrival of dozens of
JCBs, the absence of prior notice, and the loss of not
just their

houses, but cherished belongings,

documents, and the basic means to live with dignity.
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Amid scorching heat and makeshift shelters,
residents—men, women, and children —struggled to
survive while asserting their identity and questioning
the legality and fairness of the government’s actions.
The victims of the demolition claimed that “around
70-80 JCBs came crashing into their houses without

them giving proper time to vacate.”

During the Paikan village eviction on July 12, 2025,
tragedy struck when 60-year-old Anaruddin suffered
a fatal heart attack as officials bulldozed his home. In
a separate incident, another resident, overwhelmed
by the eviction, allegedly attempted suicide but was

saved by a family member and taken to hospital.
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EVICTIONS IN GOALPARA =/

o

On July 12, 2025, the Goalpara district administration
carried out o large-scale eviction in Bidyapara and
Betbari under Paikan village, Krishnai Forest Range,
displacing nearly 1,100 Muslim families who had lived
in the area for generations. The drive, aimed at removing
alleged encroachments on Paikan Reserve Forest land,
3 went ahead despite an interim order from the Gauhati I
ﬁ High Court a day earlier, which had instructed the
o™ authorities to ensure temporary shelter, food, and

accommodation  until - proper rehabilitation - was

arranged.

-2
— As a result, between 5,500 and 6,600 people were left
homeless, based on average family size estimates.
Those affected belong entirely to the ‘Deshi’ Muslim
i community, recognized ds an indigenous group in
Assam. Officials stated that around 1,038 bighas of land

were cleared to make way for d bamboo plantation.
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- o On June 30, 2025, the Nalbari district

== administration removed 93

i

Bengali-origin Muslim families from
Bakrikuchi  village  under the
Barkhetry Revenue Circle, leaving
them homeless. Officials alleged the

families were encroaching —on

government land. Deputy
Commissioner Nibedan Das
Patowary = said the drive = was
conducted to clear around 453
bighas of village grazing reserve

(VGR) land in the area.
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On July 3, 2025, authorities in Lakhimpur
district carried out an eviction drive to
clear alleged encroachments on Village
Grazing Reserve (VGR) land across four
sites—Debera Doloni, Siringsuk,
Dhakuakhonia, and Raang Chali. The
operation reclaimed roughly 235 bighas
(around 78 acres) of land and displaced
about 220 families. Among those
affected were 21 indigenous households,
while the majority were Muslim families,

both Bengali- and Assamese-speaking.

-- -
EVICTIONS IN DHUBRI

On July 8, 2025, the Assam government carried

out one of its largest single-day eviction
operations, removing an estimated 2,000-3,000
Bengali-origin Muslim families from the villoges
of Sontoshpur, Chirakuti, and Charua Bakhra
under the Chapar revenue circle of Dhubri
district. Nearly 4,000 bighas of land were cleared
in the drive, which officials said was meant to
make way for a solar power project by the Adani
Group. The move rendered about 20,000 people
homeless—families who had been living there for
four to five decades, many of them originally

displaced by Brahmaputra floods and erosion.




While the world remained preoccupied with
debates over who was right and who was wrong,
Miles2Smile journeyed through the cities and
reached Assam to hear the anguished voices of

those left behind by the evictions.

At Miles2Smile, we hold the trust of our supporters
with the highest regard. Whenever a tragedy
unfolds, our first step is to carefully examine the
situation, hear the cries of the survivors, and
extend our support. The relief work in Assam was

one such instance.

What we witnessed and documented was nothing
short of unprovoked hatred, ruthless demolitions,
and irreparable acts of injustice. Through this
press release, we seek to highlight the profound
toll these demolitions have taken on the lives of

the survivors.




Miles2Smile spent a week in the camp of the survivors, witnessed their fret,
and listened to their cries. With the assistance of our donors, we were able to :

After the evictions, families were forced to live in
open fields and temporary camps with no access
to toilets. Women, children, and elderly people
faced serious health risks and loss of privacy.
Miles2Smile identified sanitation as an
immediate need. With the support of donors, 16
washrooms were constructed near the survivor
camps. These washrooms provided basic dignity,
especially for women and girls, who earlier had to
wait till dark to relieve themselves. The lack of
toilets had already led to infections and
discomfort. The construction of washrooms
reduced health risks and restored a small but

crucial sense of safety and dignity for displaced

families.

Access to clean drinking water became a major

challenge after the demolitions. Families were
forced to rely on unsafe water sources, increasing
the risk of water-borne diseases. Miles2Smile
arranged a clean water supply for the displaced
families living in camps. Safe drinking water was
provided for daily consumption, cooking, and

basic hygiene.
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Conduct Menstrual
Health Camp

The evictions placed women and adolescent
girls under severe physical and emotional
strain, with no access to safe menstrual
hygiene facilities or supplies. Miles2Smile
organised a menstrual health camp inside
the survivor settlement to address this urgent
need. Sanitary pads were distributed, and
women were given space to speak openly
about health concerns related to
menstruation. Many shared that they had
been forced to manage their periods without
proper materials after losing their homes.
The camp helped reduce discomfort, health
risks, and shame associated with

menstruation in crisis conditions.

Provide Tarpaulin
Sheets

When homes were demolished, families were

left without any shelter under the open sky.
Many used broken tin sheets or plastic scraps
to protect themselves from heat and rain.
Miles2Smile distributed 500 tarpaulin

sheets to help families build temporary

shelters. These sheets became roofs, walls,

and ground covers for people trying to survive
in extreme conditions. Though basic, they

provided protection from sun, rain, and wind.
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“Our House Was Razed in an Hour”
Anjum’s Life After the Eviction

Anjum once lived in a-house built brick by brick through years of hard

work and sacrifice. Her house was razed in an hour. She stands
outside a temporary shelter made of heavy tarpaulin, tied together
with ropes and hope. The sheet traps heat during the day and offers
little protection at night, but Anjum says the discomfort of the shelter
is nothing compared to the damage the demolition has caused to

her life.

“The government was there earlier too, so why didn’t they consider
it illegal then? They never checked our papers, never looked at
anything—just came and demolished it,”

Anjum said while talking to Miles2Smile.

The house she lost was more than a structure. It was where her
children grew up, where family gatherings took place, and where
memories passed down from her grandfather were preserved.
Within hours, it was reduced to rubble under the label of fillegal

encroachment.”

Life after the eviction has been a daily struggle. Anjum explained
that the absence of washrooms forced women to relieve themselves |
in the open, often before sunrise or after dark, exposing them td |
health risks and fear. Managing menstruation without privacy or
basic facilities became another burden. The tarpaulin shelter, while

offering some cover, turns unbearably hot and leaks during rain.

“Our grandfathers, our fathers—we all have documents. They
should have checked those. We are Indians, not Bengali Muslims,”

Anjum said.

After listening to the perils of Anjum and several other women like her;

Miles2Smile constructed washrooms near the settlement, giving
women like Anjum access to basic sanitation, privacy, and safety.
The organisation also provided tarpaulin sheets, which families used

to build makeshift shelters after their homes were demolished.

Though these efforts cannot replace a permanent home, they have

reduced the immediate hardship of living in the open.

“We are happy that we have people who care about our well being.

I am grateful to Miles2Smile for their care, love, and help,”

said Anjum.
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“Nothing Was Left Standing™ s
Bahatun’s Account of the Eviction .

The demolition drive shattered Bahatun’s life in a matter of

hours. The house she had built slowly over the years was

reduced to rubble, leaving her family with nothing but broken

bricks and memories buried beneath them. “We couldn’t

do anything, couldn’t take out anything—not even the
children’s books,” she says. Along with the house, her
children’s school materials, clothes, and documents were

lost, pushing the family into sudden uncertainty.

Today, she survives under a makeshift cover. A torn
trampoline sheet, given by members of the public, serves as

her shelter. She eats whatever food people offer.

“When people don’t give me anything, | don’t eat.
Nothing happens,” she says quietly, as if hunger has
become routine. 3 Zo
Life after the eviction has stripped families of even basic
necessities. Tarpaulin sheets are spread across open land,
forming scattered shelters with no washrooms, bathing
spaces, or access to clean drinking water. Women face the
greatest hardship. Bahatun explains that the lack of toilets
forces them to wait until early morning or late night to relieve

themselves, exposing them to fear, illness, and humiliation.

The situation becomes even more unbearable during

menstruation. With no washrooms or privacy, managing
periods has turned into a daily struggle, affecting health and
dignity. “There is ho washroom, no place to change,”

she says.

After listening to these concerns, Miles2Smile constructed
washrooms near the settlement, giving women access to
basic sanitation and privacy. The organisation also provided
tarpaulin sheets to help families build temporary shelters.
While these steps cannot replace what was lost, they have
reduced the daily hardship of living in the open and offered a

small measure of relief amid displacement.
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L How Miles2Smile Supported
[ Shaharana After the Demolition

A single mother, Shaharana had been running her small

a, il

shop with determination to make ends meet. Each night,
she slept with the hope of earning again the next morning,
focused on securing a better future for her son. That hope
was shattered when she was jolted awake by the sound of
a JCB. Within hours, her shop—her only source of

income—was reduced to rubble.

“I managed to take out whatever I could from the
shop, but most of the goods were destroyed in the
demolition,” she said.

Beyond the loss of livelihood, Shaharana spoke of the
stigma that followed. !
“Why have we been called Bangladeshis? We are
Indians,” she asserted. “According to the
- government, anyone who speaks Bengali is
considered Bangladeshi,” she said, while talking to

Miles2Smile.

Displacement brought new struggles. Living without a
proper shelter or washroom made daily life difficult,
especially  during menstruation. Shaharana told
Miles2Smile managing her periods without access to

sanitary pads or privacy became painful and humiliating.

During this time, Miles2Smile organised a menstrual
health camp at the settlement. Sanitary ‘pads were
distributed, and women were given space to speak about
their health concerns. For Shaharana, the camp meant
relief and dignity at a moment when she felt invisible. “At
least someone thought about us as women,” she
said, adding that the support helped her manage her

health with some comfort amid loss and uncertainty.
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“My Exams Were Going On” o
How Miles2Smile Helped Abdl Halim Continue 4

Abdul Halim sat near a lake, close to the small hut his

-

family had put together after their home was demolished.
His exams were underway when the bulldozers arrived.
Books, notebooks, and school papers were left behind as

the house came down, leaving him with no place to studly.
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“My exams were going on,” he said.

m:

“My books were inside the house. After that, I didn’t
have anywhere to sit and read.”

For days, Abdul Halim tried to study in the open, under the
sun or by the roadside.

“If it was too hot or if it rained, I had to stop,” he said.

“I couldn’t concentrate.”

Miles2Smile provided tarpaulin sheets to his family, which
they used to put up a covered space beside their shelter.
“After that, | could sit under the sheet and study,”

Abdul Halim said, pointing to the shaded corner.

“It wasn’t a room, but at least | could read properly.”

For Abdul Halim, the tarpaulin became his study space,

allowing him to continue his education despite the loss of

his home. _
-

-
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The Miles2Smile Foundation, established almost six years ago, is
committed to making a meaningful difference in the lives of
survivors of mob lynhcing, communal violence, targeted demolition,
and hate crimes. From responding to the crisis during the pandemic
to its continuous work in education, creation of livelihood, relief and

rehabilitation, and advocacy, the Foundation remains devoted to

fostering a more inclusive and equitable society.

www.miles2smile.org
0117106 9987
+91 8448817331

contact@miles2smile.org

®© KN © ¢ &

B-99/A, Third Floor, Behind Zayed College for Girls,
Thokar No-7 , Shaheen Bagh, New Delhi, 110025

Miles2Smile is a Non-Profit Organisation Registered under Section 8 of Companies
Act 2013 (18 of 2013) and Rule 8 - Companies (Incorporation) Rules, 2014.


https://donate.miles2smile.org/

